
INTEGRATENYC 
Dear Mayor de Blasio,  
 
We are the Leadership Council of IntegrateNYC, a student-led advocacy organization comprising more than 100 NYC 
high school students from all five boroughs committed to representing all students in the fight for the real integration of 
NYC public schools in one of the most segregated school systems in the country. 
 
We want to congratulate you on winning a second term and express our excitement to see the continuation of a 
progressive agenda in New York City. We are encouraged by your enthusiastic post-election remarks that your “greatest 
passion” will be to make the public schools system “look entirely different.” We understand that your comments go 
beyond just cosmetic changes to NYC schools, and thus urge you to take steps toward creating a system that works for all 
students in all schools. We are hopeful that the City’s school diversity initiatives will facilitate real integration as we, 
working with hundreds of students, teachers, activists, and ally organizations throughout the city, have defined it.  
 
When we say real integration, we mean our five-point platform called the “5 R’s of Real Integration.” This is a 
student-designed, comprehensive plan for real integration: 
 

I. Race and Enrollment 
We stand for a school system where every school enrolls students who are diverse in terms of race, socioeconomic 
status, language, and ability. 
 

II. Resource Allocation 
We stand for schools that are equitably resourced so that a “sound basic education” is a reality for every student. 

 

III. Relationships Across Group Identities 
We stand for schools that foster authentic relationships using culturally responsive curriculum and anti-racist 
practices such as those advocated by the organizations listed below amongst students and staff. 
 

IV. Representation on Staff 
We stand for schools with diverse educators whose backgrounds are representative of student experiences and 
identities. 

 

V. Restorative Justice 
We stand for schools that employ restorative disciplinary practices to interrupt the school-to-prison pipeline.  

 
We applaud the City’s recent Diversity initiatives and are excited to have a voice in the long-term design of a systemic 
vision for public schools that not only serve but honor all 1.1 million students. As the City continues to engage in 
Diversity initiatives, we make two requests of you: 
 

1. Attend our IntegrateNYC Citywide Youth Council meeting December 8th at City Hall from 4:30 to 6:30, or join 
our weekly leadership meetings on Fridays from 4:30 to 6:30 (location TBD). RSVP to hello@integratenyc.org. 

2. Implement formal recommendations for “real integration” for every one of New York City’s 1.1 million students 
by May 17, 2019, the 65th anniversary of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision; ensure this 
vision is supported by long-time community leaders (such as those listed below) and the School Diversity 
Advisory Group. 

 

http://integratenyc.org/home
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At IntegrateNYC, we stand for a just school system where every student feels challenged, affirmed, and supported in their 
leadership development. We urge you to use your great passion in a way that creates transformative public education. By 
working with students advocating for meaningful policy changes, we will together push the needle forward on school 
integration and move all of our schools closer to your vision of Equity and Excellence. 
 
Sincerely, 
IntegrateNYC  
New York Appleseed 
The Alliance for Quality Education (AQE) 
NYC Coalition for Educational Justice (CEJ)  
Fair Housing Justice Center, Inc.  
Cyphers for Justice  
United Playaz  
University Neighborhood Middle School 
The Urban Assembly Bronx Academy of Letters 
Data4BlackLives  
The Fair Play Coalition 
Teens Take Charge 
Live Here, Learn Here - District 17 
District 15 Parents for Middle School Equity 
Coalition for Equitable Schools, District 15 
Jackson Heights People for Public Schools 
Council Member Brad Lander 
NY Kids PAC  
Alliance for School Integration and Desegregation  (ASID) 
The Brooklyn New School SLT 

Brooklyn Collaborative SLT 
Council Member Ritchie Torres 
*Ann Lobue, Teachers College, Columbia University 
*Prof. David E. Kirkland, New York University 
*Prof. Debbie Sonu, Hunter College 
*Prof. David C. Bloomfield, Brooklyn College & CUNY 
Grad Center 
*Prof. and Executive Officer Wendy Luttrell, Urban 
Education Ph.D. Program, CUNY Graduate Center 
*Prof. Nicholas M. Michelli, Urban Education, Ph.D. 
Program, CUNY Graduate Center 
*Prof. Limarys Caraballo, Queens College 
*Prof. J. L. Lyiscott, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Shino Tanikawa, District 2 parent. 
Norm Fruchter, Deputy Director for Research & Policy, 
NYU Metro Center 
Naila Rosario and Melissa Moskowitz, D15 Parents 
Deborah Chang and Allison Lee, #NYCEDU 
Asiedu Mounia and Rashan Williams, Park Slope Collegiate 

 
* University affiliations listed for identification purposes only 
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